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Leveraging Education 
Our mission is to improve the lives of orphans and vulnerable children by 
creating educational opportunities in the province of Sissili, Burkina Faso.  

Dear friends and supporters, 

We have good news to share with you in this New Year: ABC has been granted its 
charitable status from the Canadian Government!  Knowing that the process could take well 
over a year to complete, we had already begun fundraising to make sure that our first 
students could start school in the fall of 2008. With your support, our fundraising efforts 
exceeded our goal of raising $15,000!  A huge thanks goes out to everyone who supported 
us from the beginning to provide education to some of the most vulnerable children in Léo, 
Burkina Faso. 

We will use this momentum to solicit further funds from government agencies, corporations, 
and charitable trusts.  Our projected increase in revenue for 2009 will ensure that those 
enrolled in ABC’s Access to Education Program will continue to attend school, and help us 
in broadening the base of children enrolled in the program.  

Thanks to the funds we raised this summer, we have been able to sponsor the formal 
education of 20 children in the city of Léo.  Ten girls and ten boys—fourteen in elementary 
school and six in high school—have been enrolled since early October 2008.   Their school 
supplies have been provided, the lunch program is functioning, and students are attending 
class every weekday.  

ABC’s Access to Education Program is one of the most comprehensive educational 
programs available to vulnerable children.  It provides our beneficiaries with everything a 
growing mind requires, including material supplies such as uniforms and books, tuition and 
other school fees, daily lunches, and personal mentoring for each sponsored child. 

We look forward to providing you with more information about the Access to Education 
Program as it unfolds. 
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History of ABC 

Léo, like many towns and 
cities throughout Africa, has 
been hit hard by the AIDS 
epidemic as well as other 
illnesses.   Orphaned and 
vulnerable children are left 
to the families of brothers, 
sisters and cousins, where 
they occupy the lowest 
positions of priority.  They 
are generally given the 
worst household jobs and 
feel unwanted, as their 
guardians favour their 
biological children.  
Frequently, these children 
learn few skills, and end up 
working in mines, as hired 
field labour or move to the 
slums in larger cities, 
thereby perpetuating a 
disheartening cycle of 
poverty.

These are the children ABC 
supports with your aid. 
Providing education to 
these future graduates 

Other News 

Community Project 

ABC has set up a 
council of six community 
leaders in Léo to locally 
oversee the Access to 
Education program. 
Council members 
include the Director of an 
elementary school, the 
Director of a high school, 
an employee of the 
provincial youth 
protection agency, two 
workers from our partner 
NGO, the “Réseau des 
Jeunes,” and the 
President of the largest 
women’s cooperative in 
the province. 

These six community 
leaders collaborate to 
ensure that the Access 
to Education Program
runs smoothly, that the 
community in Léo is 
aware and supportive of 
the program, and that 
the schools, agencies, 
and cooperatives 
support the humanitarian 
work being 
accomplished. 

Finally, we are pleased 
to announce that ABC is 
working with the 
organization Toujours 
Ensemble
(www.decrochage.org) 
from Verdun, Québec, to 
facilitate a pen pal 
program between under-
privileged children in 
Montréal and the 
vulnerable and orphaned 
children we are 
supporting in Burkina 
Faso. This program 
advances our 
educational goals by 
providing both Burkinabè 
and Canadian children 
with cross-cultural 
learning opportunities. 

gives them a chance to 
break the cycle and 
construct better lives for 
themselves and eventually 
for their own children. 

There is much work to be 
done in Léo, as in the rest 
of Burkina Faso and Africa.  
This includes the need to 
lay sewers, train teachers, 
increase the availability of 
water and medication, 
combat air and water 
pollution, and build housing, 
among other things. After 
spending several months 
living and working with 
Burkinabè people, who 
manage to smile through 
hardship and act 
generously in the face of 
dire poverty, two of our 
board members, Marlène 
Elias and Reid Cooper, felt 
compelled to act. They 
began laying the 
foundations of ABC in a 

small courtyard with their 
friend and community 
organizer, Azizou Yago, in 
November 2006.  Azizou is 
now the coordinator of ABC 
in Léo, running the program 
on the ground.  Members of 
ABC believe that education 
can establish a basis for the 
betterment of society as a 
whole. 

We are therefore grateful 
for your financial support, 
and for forwarding this 
newsletter to all those who 
may be interested in 
hearing about our work. If 
you have any questions or 
would like to participate in 
any of our many activities, 
please write us at: 
info@ABCCanada.org.
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Supply Kits 

 
Profile  
 
Azizou Yago 
 
Azizou Yago, ABC’s 
local coordinator, is 
pictured below 
handing out a supply 
kit to one of ABC’s 
beneficiaries. His 
longstanding 
commitment to the 
community, 
enthusiasm, and 
energy ensure the 
program’s success. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special Thanks 

 
We would like to 
sincerely thank 
Karen Cooper for 
her legal counsel
and Dominic Blais 
for our logo.  
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At ABC, we realize that education is about more than paying a child’s school fees. In order to 
ensure our students receive a quality experience, we provide each student with an educational 
kit. These kits include a backpack, two school uniforms, and a nutritional lunch each day. 
Students also receive a variety of other academic supplies including:  
 

• Textbooks 
• Workbooks 
• Pens, pencils, sharpeners and erasers 
• Small chalkboard and chalk 
• Mathematical Instruments 
• Binders 

 
These supplies were distributed at an official opening ceremony, which brought together 
program participants. 

Profile – Timothée Ouédraogo

Timothée Ouédraogo is one of the children 
ABC sponsors. He is an orphan.  His 
guardian makes her living from picking fruit 
and selling it at the market.  With her meagre 
income she is only able to provide Timothée 
with one meal per day. Timothée’s guardian is 
happy that he is able to attend school 
because she knows that his education will 
allow him to improve his standard of living. 
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